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President’s Corner

by Leonard Butler

The Colorado Chapter New Year began on November 1, 2004.  The goal selected for 2004-2005 is “Reaching Out to train Solid Waste Professionals”.  This year’s emphasis will be on partnering with other groups to provide this training and show that your continued membership has value to you as a solid waste professional.

The Program Committee has been asked to plan three activities in 2005 along with the annual meeting.  Based on the feedback received at the 2004 annual meeting, we are considering topics to address regulatory updates, small landfill issues, compliance management systems and control of nuisance conditions.  If you have some other needs, please call Program Chair Roger Doak at 303-692-3437.

The Membership Committee led by Dick Sprague wants to increase our ability to communicate with you.  Dick has reviewed how to contact chapter members and found that 113 have e-mail, 16 have fax, but not e-mail; and 3 have only snail mail.  If you do not have e-mail or a fax address, help us improve our ability to communicate with you by calling Dick at 303-764-1520 with either an e-mail or fax address.  If your e-mail or fax address changes, let Dick know.  By maintaining membership addresses up to date, the chapter can also save money on postage when sending periodic newsletters and other announcements.

In addition to Program and Membership, there are several other committees working for you.  Laurie Batchelder-Adams will be responsible again this year on the Legislative Committee for legislation in Colorado and Washington D.C.  The status of pending bills will be available on the chapter’s website at www.coloradoswana.org when legislative sessions begin.  John Briest will manage the scholarship and nominating committees this year.  Look to additional news on scholarship assistance for training programs this chapter year.  Finally, there is an Audit Committee directed by Curt Ahrendsen to monitor the chapter’s treasury and be responsible for financial integrity to our general membership.

If you missed the 2004 annual meeting and want the details of presentations given or read minutes from the most recent Board Meeting, go to the chapter’s website.  We are pleased with its rollout in 2004 and want to encourage our general membership to access this resource or post notices about upcoming events.  If you work in the private sector, consider advertising your firm’s capabilities on the website.  Finally, regardless of how many years you have been a member, consider a New Year’s resolution to network with the chapter, obtain a professional certification or maintain a technical competency in 2005.

February Luncheon Program

Colorado’s Voluntary Cleanup Program
by Roger Doak

The February luncheon meeting hosted by the Colorado Rocky Mountain Chapter of the Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA) will feature Mark Walker, Voluntary Cleanup Coordinator, of the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment to speak on Colorado’s Voluntary Cleanup Program.  Mr. Walker has been involved with the state’s Voluntary Cleanup Program since its inception in 1994. Mark currently serves as a member of the Colorado Brownfields Foundation Advisory Board and ASTSWMO State Response Programs and Brownfields Task Force.  Mark is a frequent speaker at local, state, and national conferences on Voluntary Cleanup process and Brownfields redevelopment.

When:  Tuesday, February 15th from 12:00 PM to 1:30 PM. - Buffet Lunch provided.

Where:  Waste Management of Colorado Training Room located at 8310 South Valley Highway, Englewood, Colorado.  See the website for directions to the meeting.

Registration*:  Register on or before noon on February 15th by completing and faxing this form to 303-948-7739; Attn: Curt Ahrendsen; mail to 6885 S. Marshall St, Suite 3, Littleton, CO 80128 or e-mail to: cahrendsen@aecdenver.com
Cost is $15 for SWANA members and $25 for non-members for advance registration.  Add $10 for at the door ”walk-in” registration. CEU credit is available.

*NOTE:  Glenn Mallory has decided to retire at the end of February 2005 from the Colorado Department of Public Health and the Environment.  He has agreed to attend this meeting, and this would be a great opportunity for those who have worked with Glenn to thank him for his years of leadership of the Department’s solid waste program.    
Scholarships
By John Briest

A new year brings a new budget and new Chapter goals.  One of this year’s goals is to reach out to members in good standing for scholarship opportunities.  This year there will be some great opportunities for members to attend some great Chapter seminars.  In June, the 2005 Landfill Symposium will be in Boulder, Colorado (June 6 – June 10).  The Chapter will also continue with its bi-monthly programs.  And as always the Chapter wraps up the year with its year-end conference to be held in Glenwood Springs this Fall.  The Chapter will be announcing scholarships as the conferences near, and will list the scholarship requirements so stay tuned for further details.

Wanted: Directors for the Colorado SWANA Board

by John Briest

The Colorado SWANA Chapter is continually looking for new board members.  The makeup of the Board is a balance between private companies and public entities.  Each year we are always looking for new members to step forward and take a greater involvement with the Chapter and this year is no different.  Turnover on the Board creates a stronger Chapter and the ability to reach more members.  Although the Board is a volunteer organization, we get together once a month and typically have a fabulous breakfast together while taking on the Chapter’s business.  The other rewards include a great opportunity to meet new people and develop an additional set of personal and professional contacts.  One current Board member, Debby Barton, enjoys it so much she drives from Cortez, Colorado every month.  Joking aside, if you are looking for a rewarding opportunity and a forum to meet some outstanding people please contact John Briest at jbriest@weaverboos.com.  Don’t forget about the free breakfast each month.

2004 Colorado Rocky Mountain SWANA Chapter Meeting

by Leonard Butler

The 2004 Colorado Rocky Mountain SWANA Chapter Meeting held October 7-8, 2004 in Estes Park at the Rocky Mountain Park Holiday Inn.  As expected, the opportunity to take in breath taking mountain views of Colorado’s most popular tourist destination and hear elk bugling made this event the best ever.

There was something for everyone at this meeting.  The activities began the afternoon of October 7 with a tour of solid waste practices in Rocky Mountain National Park.  This tour reviewed bear-proofed containers along with Stephen Gillette’s stirring account of the tragic Lawn Lake Flood.  Upon the tour’s return to the Rocky Mountain Park Holiday Inn, a reception with almost 50 in attendance were treated to a Fall River Banquet of roasted turkey, glazed ham and pumpkin pie.

A full day program on October 8 focused on:

1. Maximizing Bidding Opportunities

2. Material Handling the Difficult wastes

3. Mold; Verb or Noun

4. Methane – Non-explosive Issues

5. Managing a Plan to use Closed Landfills

Ms. Kyle Patterson, Rocky Mountain National Public Information officer presented a nice overview at lunch of the park and many ongoing environmental activities in process or completed for the enjoyment of the visiting public.

After lunch, the annual business meeting convened to elect chapter officers and board members.  The annual meeting concluded in the evening with a banquet at the historic Stanley Hotel where attendees were entertained by a highland bagpiper.

National SWANA Conferences in Boulder in June

by Laurie Batchelder Adams

SWANA will be bringing both the 10th Annual Landfill Symposium and its Trends and Challenges Conference to Colorado in a co-located event next June at the Harvest House in Boulder.  Both conferences will include 3 days of technical sessions, exhibitors, facility tours and technical training between June 6th and 11th.  These events will represent the culmination of the latest and greatest over the past year in both landfill and solid waste planning and management advancements and successes.
Colorado SWANA members can benefit from having these conferences in our backyard by:
         Participating in numerous technical presentations, panels and discussions
         Exhibiting your organization, services or products
         Visiting a number of small and large solid waste facilities along the Front Range
         Becoming trained and certified in any number of skill areas - or retesting for your certifications
         Participating in SWANA International Board meetings – which will be held June 10th and 11th
         Interacting with peers and professional from throughout the U.S. and Canada
SWANA is finalizing the June programs and tours at this time – the full brochures and exhibitor prospectus will be available at www.swana.org within the next few weeks.  We will also be advertising event specifics to our members directly when they are available.

Colorado General Assembly
Convenes To Same Old Budget But Brand New Leadership
By Laurie Batchelder Adams
On Wednesday, January 12th, the Colorado General Assembly convened with as much fanfare and controversy as you might expect with new leadership in both houses.  Following an upset election last November, Democrats rule both chambers:  Representative Andrew Romanoff (D-Denver) is Speaker of the House and Senator Joan Fitz-Gerald (D-Boulder) is the Senate President.  While both houses and parties have verbalized their commitment to at long last sort out the state budget short-falls and constraints, most expect to see a dynamic session between now and May with many new and well-contested bills outside the fiscal arena.  Some predict the environment (and possibly even the solid waste field) will receive more attention than in previous years.
Off to an interesting start – two solid waste bills were introduced in the first week.  Rep Jim Riesberg (D-Weld) sponsored HB05-1011 which will exempt trash and recyclable haulers from existing covered load regulation if the materials transported “will not escape the vehicle” (heavy scrap metal was citied as an example).  A second transportation bill, HB05-1126 was introduced by Rep Mike May (R-Douglas) to increase regulation on haulers of waste passenger tires.  The bill would also modify existing regulation, requiring waste tire haulers to become licensed next year and transport their loads only to approved facilities or sites (under penalty of $2,000 per day).  Both bills have been assigned to the House Transportation & Energy Committee for consideration.
Updates on these bills can be found at www.leg.state.co.us .
Chapter Seeks Advertisers

by John Briest

The Chapter has discovered a great way for companies to get their name out through the local SWANA chapter and meet new clientele.  The Chapter is offering advertising space on its website www.coloradoswana.org for $100.00 per year.  This will allow your company to have a link, which can redirect directly toward your company’s website.  The advertising will consist of the following.

Company Contact Name
                                         

Company Name



Company Address



Company Phone Number


Company website link



This advertising will replace the advertising, which previously was sent out through the Chapter’s newsletter.  The newsletters will now be posted on the website, with hardcopies being distributed to members who currently don’t have internet access.  Should you choose to advertise on the website your company’s information will be posted both under the advertising section as well as at the end of the newsletter found on the website.

If you are interested in advertising on the Colorado Chapter website, you may contact John Briest directly at jbriest@weaverboos.com .

New and Renewed Memberships

	Renewals 
	New Members

	Jerry Blacker, ENVIRO Group, Inc. 
	Ken Arguello, City & County of Denver

	Mark Gregorek, Schaefer System International, Inc. 
	Cindy Smith, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 

	Dennis Niedziela, BOMAG Americas 
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	Leonard Butler, Pres.
	Dick Sprague, V.P.
	Curt Ahrendsen, Treas.
	Debby Barton, Sec.

	Laurie Batchelder Adams, I.B. Dir.
	John Briest, Past Pres.
	Steve Gillette
	Cindi Etchevery
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